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We wish to state our profound concern at the news that we have received with 
respect to the reform of the Centres and Departments of UCM, which, among 
other issues, concerns the takeover of the Faculty and Departments of Social 
Work by the Faculty of Political Sciences and Sociology.  
The tradition of social work in Europe has certainly indeed tended toward 
professional schools and, on the other hand, research. However, the Faculty 
of Social Work at UCM has been distinguished by the coordination of both 
aspects, particularly in recent years, with the implementing of the 
postgraduate studies together with a specific PhD program in social work. The 
latter is unprecedented in Spain and rare throughout the rest of the EU, to the 
point that it stands alongside Sweden, Finland and Norway, the leaders in 
public education and quality. 
Moreover, those, who had studied the Degree in Social Work at UCM, had 
been recognized in Europe above European standards thanks to their 
outstanding acquisition of skills. Yet the incorporation of the Degree and the 
aforementioned postgraduate and PhD programs has predicated a huge 
qualitative leap, enabling the production of the first research specializes in 
social work in the Spanish language. 
In turn and alongside this growth, it is necessary to recognize the work and 
impact of its Journal, which is the best Spanish journal in social work 
worldwide and the first Spanish-language journal to be indexed in the JCR in 
this field. 
For these reasons, we believe the proposal of the governing board in the 
UCM represents a clear threat to the growth and future of the discipline both 
professionally and in terms of research. This would be diluted within the 
sociology studies and it would ultimately be overwhelmed it due to their 
greater weight in the dynamics of academic power. In this scenario, social 
work at UCM would have an academic staff without relevant training and 
would produce students, whose acquisition of specific social work 
competencies would be weakened.   
It should be noted, finally, that social work in Spain has been an essential 
element in the democratic development of the country, boosted by its growth 
as a discipline examined through university studies. This is a profession and 
discipline central to social and health sciences, which intervenes in reality, at 
the focal point of processes of inequality. If these studies are subjected to an 
unconnected organization without the necessary experience and training, it 
would contribute to undermining social work in Spain and internationally and, 
consequently, would affect the advances in recognizing the rights and 
freedoms of citizens. 
 
This statement was approved in the IFSW Europe e.V Delegates Meeting on 
June 25, 2016 in Seoul. 
 
Ana Isabel Lima Fernández 
President of IFSW Europe e.V.   
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